
Marklund Announces Plans to Close its Resale Store 

Marklund announced today, Monday, May 23, 2016, plans to close the Wood Dale Resale Store 
on June 17. The store is located in the Georgetown Square shopping center on Irving Park Road.  

All merchandise currently in the Marklund Resale Store will be sold at a 50-percent discount, 
and merchandise donations are no longer being accepted. Employees will receive an additional 
25-percent discount by showing their employee ID badge when making purchases.  

Revenue from the store was meant to help fund the charity’s programs, but the store was 

not generating enough revenue to justify its continued operation. Closing the store will 

reduce the organization’s exposure to the significant fixed costs necessary to provide a 

retail store and allow more time and resources to focus on its core programs that service 

more than 200 families annually. 

It is never easy for not-for-profit organizations to generate the necessary funds to support their 
mission but this past year, without a state budget, has made it even more important to critically 
evaluate every part of our organization. Despite a make-over two years ago we found the 
competition of low-cost retailers to have too much of a competitive edge. It is never an easy 
decision to restructure but for the sake of our core mission to make everyday life possible for 
individuals with profound disabilities it was necessary.” 

Marklund has operated a resale store program in the DuPage and Cook County area for more 
than 40 years, at one time having seven stores open. Hundreds of volunteers have assisted in 
working at the stores over the years.  

We are grateful to the many, many individuals who have worked at the stores and volunteered 
their time and efforts to help make the Marklund Resale stores thrive over four decades. 
Without them, this program would not have lasted as long as it did. 

Marklund’s other programs, which include residential and therapeutic services offered at its 
locations in Geneva and Bloomingdale, as well as its Day School, are financially solid and going 
forward. 

We continue to look for opportunities to serve the developmentally disabled population within 
the community. Closing the store at this time will allow us to continue to focus on what 
Marklund has done for over 60 years. 

DAWN LASSITER-BRUESKE  
Director of Marketing and Communications 
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