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 FINAL WEEKLY UPDATE 

Since we officially moved into Phase 4 of the Restore Illinois Plan last Friday, I will 
only be sending out updates on an as-needed basis.  I have said it before but I couldn’t 
be more proud of the way our entire staff stepped up and did whatever was necessary to 
maintain the excellent care for our residents and students throughout this pandemic. It 
is a very scary time for everyone and our staff never let our residents and students 
down.   

We continue to report that we currently have no positive COVID-19 cases among 
residents or staff. Several employees have been tested over the past 3 months but only 6 
ended up with positive results and had no hospitalizations. One resident tested positive 
for the virus, and she recovered amazingly quickly. 

We know we’ve been very blessed, and with many areas seeing growth in the number 
of cases again, are realistic in understanding that we are not out of the woods yet. We 
are diligently following all CDC and IDPH guidelines with regard to social distancing 
between staff, wearing masks, deep cleaning, and allowing only outdoor visitations, so 
we pray we will continue on the path of keeping everyone safe while allowing more 
staff to return to the campuses. 

Our next hurdle is determining the best course of action for resuming class at Marklund 
Day School. Staff is currently reviewing the newest guidelines sent out by the Illinois 
State Board of Education and will determine how to provide the best education—
whether in person, remotely, or a combination of both—to our students. 

Residentially, we know that the CDS program will be closed at least through Aug. 31st, 
and we are hopeful that it will open soon after that. We are waiting on guidance from 
IDPH concerning that. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to me at 630-593-
5476 or at gfonger@marklund.org.  

 

Regards, 

 

GILBERT FONGER, President & CEO 

 


