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 Additional Wasmond Center employee tests positive 

We received information this morning that an additional staff member at the Wasmond 
Center (MWC) in Elgin tested positive for COVID-19 through offsite testing at this person’s 
other job. This person was last in the building Tuesday, Dec. 1, and does not have contact 
with residents. Further contact tracing has been conducted and no new testing of staff is 
necessary from this case. 

On a positive note, Marklund-based tests completed last Friday on all facility residents and 
some staff from a previous staff exposure all returned negative. A new round was completed 
on Monday. 

 

 Philip Center test update 

Administration at the Philip Center (MPC) in Bloomingdale are waiting on the test results—
and hopefully the all clear!—from the latest round taken on Sunday and Monday. The 
previous round for MPC residents and staff had been all negative. 

 

 Vaccine news 

We are excited to report that we are starting to receive information from the CDC, public 
health organizations and pharmacies about preparing for the arrival and distribution of the 
new COVID-19 vaccine. While there is no exact arrival date given, we know that as a long-
term care provider, Marklund will be high on the list to quickly receive the vaccine once it 
becomes available in Illinois.  

At this point, there are still many unknowns regarding the length of time that the vaccine 
will be available to us, so we will be encouraging staff to take advantage of the opportunity 
once it is here. It is a 2-step vaccine, with doses dispensed 21 to 28 days apart. Just like how 
we handle the flu vaccine each year, COVID vaccine clinics will be set up at various times 
at all Marklund residential locations. We may partner with Walgreens to assist with the 
clinics.   

Getting this new vaccine can be scary for many, especially with inaccurate information and 
negative memes regularly shared on social media.  However, we truly hope everyone 
considers taking this step—not only for themselves, but for the safety of their families and 
our residents as well.  

In addition, vaccine compliance may also eventually result in the CDC and IDPH deciding 
when to change restrictions with regard to the need for facemasks and eye protection, and 
when to allow in-person visitation, resident outings, and volunteer participation again!  
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  MHH MVH MSH MTH MDH MRH MPC MWC 

CMS 
Phase 

3 3 1 1 1 1 1 1 

as of 
9/18/202

0 

as of 
9/18/202

0 

starting 
10/21/202

0 

starting 
10/16/202

0 

starting 
10/21/202

0 

starting 
11/9/202

0 

starting 
11/10/202

0 

starting 
10/22/2020 

IDPH  

Mitigation 
Tier 

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

11/20/202
0 

11/20/202
0 

11/20/202
0 

11/20/202
0 

11/20/202
0 

11/20/202
0 

11/20/202
0 

11/20/2020 

Visitation 
Virtual & 
Window 

Virtual & 
Window 

Virtual & 
Window 

Virtual & 
Window 

Virtual & 
Window 

Virtual & 
Window 

Virtual & 
Window 

Virtual & 
Window 

Current* 
Positive 

Residents 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Current* 
Positive 

Staff 
0 0 0 1 0 0 0 5 

Rounds of 
Testing to 
be com-
pleted 

none none none none none none 1 1 

*indicates resident or staff member currently isolating for COVID 

CURRENT STATUS PER SITE  

 IDPH releases “Essential Caregiver” guidance 

IDPH released new guidance today on the appropriate use of essential caregivers to provide 
companionship and assist residents with activities of daily living at long-term care facilities. We are 
reviewing it at this time.  We will need to determine the best and safest way to implement these 
guidelines so as to benefit our residents while keeping them and our staff safe during this time of 
high community transmission.   

We will share more information about this in the near future. 

GILBERT FONGER, President & CEO, 
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